


About the Author

Barbara Brown is an elementary music teacher in New Jersey 

who finds joy in teaching young children how to stay in love 

with music. With an undergraduate degree in ethnomusicology 

from Barnard College, Columbia University, and a masters in 

music education from Montclair State University, Brown works 

to create curriculum content that allows children to explore 

music as a part of their humanity. With the support of her real 

dog, Waffles, Brown has written this book to give both music 

teachers and parents the opportunity to remind their children 

that being musical is not something you become, but rather 

something you will always be.
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About the Artist

Anna Laera was born in 1995 in a small town in southern 

Italy. During her childhood she loved making up tales, watching 

animated films, drawing and creating any sort of sculpture 

with the most disparate materials such as paper, clay, wood, 

and pasta. She has always been an introverted person. This 

is why she focused on art: she wanted to give freedom to her 

feelings, and when she discovered she could do that with colors 

and drawings she could not stop! After finishing high school, 

she decided to move to Florence to study Illustration at Nemo 

Academy of Digital Arts in order to follow her dream. Since 

then she lives trying to fulfill her goal, to touch people’s souls 

through light and emotions.
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Waffles is a feisty and funny dog who cannot play an 
instrument, sing or compose music, but somehow is convinced 
that she is musical! In this book, Crouton the corgi spends 
the day trying to figure out how his best friend Waffles could 
possibly be musical when all she does is make a musical mess 
everywhere she goes! This story is an opportunity for children 
to see themselves as valid and important contributors to our 
music culture regardless of their musical abilities while also 
being the first of its kind to remind children and their parents 
that music belongs to all of us.
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